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Be Prepared

How to Prepare for What Christ Has Promised

Christ’s Presence Produces Powerful Unity

Trust Christ’s Promise

Acts 1:12-14 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill called
the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the city. > When
they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were
staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip
and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus
and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. ™ They all joined
together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the
mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.

o Showed up in obedience to what they knew at the
time: waiting...

e Showed up in devotion
e Showed up in prayer

Trust God’'s Word

Acts 1:15-20 In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a
group numbering about a hundred and twenty) '¢ and said, “Broth-
ers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled which the Holy Spirit spoke
long ago through the mouth of David concerning Judas, who served
as guide for those who arrested Jesus— "7 he was one of our num-
ber and shared in this ministry.”

'8 (With the reward he got for his wickedness, Judas bought a field;
there he fell headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines
spilled out. " Everyone in Jerusalem heard about this, so they
called that field in their language Akeldama, that is, Field of
Blood.)

20 “For,” said Peter, “it is written in the book of Psalms,
“‘May his place be deserted;let there be no one to dwell in it,’
and, “‘May another take his place of leadership.’

o Explains what we don’t understand

o Explains what to do next

Trust God’s Leading

Acts 1:21-25 Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men
who have been with us the whole time the Lord Jesus went in and
out among us, % beginning from John’s baptism to the time when
Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must become a wit-
ness with us of his resurrection.”

2 So they proposed two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known
as Justus) and Matthias. * Then they prayed, “Lord, you know
everyone’s heart. Show us which of these two you have chosen % to
take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he
belongs.”

e Examining your heart

e Narrow down the options...

How to Become a Christian

Many people believe they are Christians because they were born
in a Christian culture, go to church regularly, try to do their best,
or live a good life. However, the Bible teaches that these things
cannot make you a Christian. You become a Christian by simply
taking these two steps:

o Acknowledge that you (along with all people) have
sinned and fallen short of God’s standards. Romans 3:23

o Personally believe that Jesus Christ, who was God in
human flesh, died for your sins on the cross and rose
again. 1 CorinTHIANS 15:3, 4

You may express your belief through prayer, asking Jesus to come
into your life, and receiving Him as God’s gift to you.
JoHN 1:12, Romans 6:23, ReveLaTion 3:20

ErHEsians 2:8, 9 For it is by grace you have been saved through
faith...it is the gift of God; not by works, so that no one can boast.

All scriptures printed in the outline are taken from the New International Version 1984.



