> Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone
loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. ' For
everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust
of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does—comes
not from the Father but from the world. "7 The world and its
desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives
forever. 1 JoHn 2:15-17 (NIV)

Jesus came to meet us in the flawed world. He brings
salvation.

Many people believe they are Christians because they were born
in a Christian culture, go to church regularly, try to do their best,
or live a good life. However, the Bible teaches that these things
cannot make you a Christian. You become a Christian by simply
taking these two steps:

« Acknowledge that you (along with all people) have
sinned and fallen short of God’s standards. Romans 3:23

o Personally believe that Jesus Christ, who was God in
human flesh, died for your sins on the cross and rose
again. 1 CorinTHIANS 15:3, 4

You may express your belief through prayer, asking Jesus to come
into your life, and receiving Him as God’s gift to you.
JoHN 1:12, Romans 6:23, ReveLation 3:20

“For it is by grace you have been saved through faith...it is the gift of
God; not by works, so that no one can boast.”  EPHEsIANs 2:8, 9 (NIV)
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Genesis: Lessons from the Faith
and Failure of Our Spiritval Leaders

Faith's Fight and God’s Faithfulness
Genesis 14

People of faith live in a flawed world full of injustice. oppression
and

" At this time Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Kedor-
laomer king of Elam and Tidal king of Goiim 2 went to war against Bera
king of Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Shem-
eber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar). 3 All these
latter kings joined forces in the Valley of Siddim (the Salt Sea). “ For
twelve vears they had been subject to Kedorlaomer, but in the thir-
teenth year they rebelled.

> In the fourteenth year, Kedorlaomer and the kings allied with him
went out and defeated the Rephaites in Ashteroth Karnaim, the Zuzites
in Ham, the Emites in Shaveh Kiriathaim ¢ and the Horites in the hill
country of Seir, as far as El Paran near the desert.” Then they turned
back and went to En Mishpat (that is, Kadesh), and they conquered the
whole territory of the Amalekites, as well as the Amorites who were
living in Hazazon Tamar. Genesis 14:1-7 (NIV)

« Abram’s world became dominated by oppression and
war. . 1-7

« Abram’s world was infected by immorality and greed.
wv. 8-12

8 Then the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admabh,
the king of Zeboiim and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) marched out
and drew up their battle lines in the Valley of Siddim® against Ke-
dorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of Goiim, Amraphel king of Shinar
and Arioch king of Ellasar—four kings against five. '° Now the Valley of
Siddim was full of tar pits, and when the kings of Sodom and Gomor-
rah fled, some of the men fell into them and the rest fled to the hills.
"' The four kings seized all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah and all
their food; then they went away. ? They also carried off Abram’s neph-
ew Lot and his possessions, since he was living in Sodom.

Genesis 18:14:8-12 (NIV)



e God’s own commentary on Sodom and Gomorrah

2 And the Lord said, “The outcry of Sodom and Gomorrabh is in-
deed great, and their sin is exceedingly grave. 2" | will go down
now, and see if they have done entirely according to its outcry,
which has come to Me; and if not, | will know.”

Genesis 18:20-21 (NASB)

People of faith should act as God's of
redemption.

'3 One who had escaped came and reported this to Abram the Hebrew.
Now Abram was living near the great trees of Mamre the Amorite, a
brother of Eshcol and Aner, all of whom were allied with Abram.
“When Abram heard that his relative had been taken captive, he
called out the 318 trained men born in his household and went in pur-
suit as far as Dan. "> During the night Abram divided his men to attack
them and he routed them, pursuing them as far as Hobah, north of Da-
mascus. ' He recovered all the goods and brought back his relative Lot
and his possessions, together with the women and the other people.

Genesis 14:13-16 (NIV)

" My brothers, if one of you should wander from the truth and
someone should bring him back, ?° remember this: Whoever
turns a sinner from the error of his way will save him from
death and cover over a multitude of sins. James 5:19-20 (NIV)

'8 All this is from God, who reconciled us to him self through
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: ' that God
was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting
men’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the mes-
sage of reconciliation. ?° We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors,
as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore
you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. ?' God made him
who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become
the righteousness of God. 2 CoRINTHIANS 5:18-21 (NIV)

God people of faith in the flawed world with
salvation and blessing.

7 After Abram returned from defeating Kedorlaomer and the kings
allied with him, the king of Sodom came out to meet him in the Valley
of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley).

'8 Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. He was
priest of God Most High, " and he blessed Abram, saying,

“Blessed be Abram by God Most High,

Creator of heaven and earth.

20 And blessed be God Most High,

who delivered your enemies into your hand.” Genesis 14:17-20a (NIV)

People of faith worship and give to God out of

Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything. Genesis 14:208 (NIV)

People of faith refuse to compromise God’s glory with the

21 The king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the people and keep the
goods for yourself.”

22 But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have raised my hand to the
LORD, God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth, and have taken an
oath # that | will accept nothing belonging to you, not even a thread
or the thong of a sandal, so that you will never be able to say, ‘I made
Abram rich.’ 2 | will accept nothing but what my men have eaten and
the share that belongs to the men who went with me—to Aner, Eshcol
and Mamre. Let them have their share.” GENEsis 14:21-24 (NIV)

4 THE PARABLE OF GENESIS 14 )

CHARACTERS Type

Melchizedek

This Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest of God Most High.
He met Abraham returning from the defeat of the kings and
blessed him, and Abraham gave him a tenth of everything. First,
his name means “king of righteousness”; then also, “king of Salem”
means “king of peace.” Without father or mother, without
genealogy, without beginning of days or end of life, like the Son

of God he remains a priest forever. Hesrews 7:1-3

King of Sodom
Lot
Abram




