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Jesus Changes Everything
Acts 9:19b-31

Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—
not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—
continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling...

PHiLippiaNs 2:12

Jesus changes our understanding of salvation.

Acts 9:19b-22 Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damas-
cus. At once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the
Son of God. All those who heard him were astonished and asked,
“Isn’t he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem among those who
call on this name? And hasn’t he come here to take them as prison-
ers to the chief priests?” Yet Saul grew more and more powerful
and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is
the Christ.
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Gavatians 1:15-17 But when God, who set me apart from birth and
called me by his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son in me so
that I might preach him among the Gentiles, | did not consult
any man, nor did | go up to Jerusalem to see those who were
apostles before | was, but | went immediately into Arabia and
later returned to Damascus.

Jesus changes how people view us and how we view
ourselves.

Acts 9:23-25 After many days had gone by, the Jews conspired to
kill him, but Saul learned of their plan. Day and night they kept
close watch on the city gates in order to kill him. But his followers
took him by night and lowered him in a basket through an opening
in the wall.




2 CorinTHIaNs 11:30-32 If | must boast, | will boast of the things that
show my weakness. The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, who is
to be praised forever, knows that | am not lying. In Damascus the
governor under King Aretas had the city of the Damascenes guard-
ed in order to arrest me.

Jesus changes where and how we invest our lives.
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AcTs 9:26-30 When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the dis-
ciples, but they were all afraid of him, not believing that he re-
ally was a disciple. But Barnabas took him and brought him to the
apostles. He told them how Saul on his journey had seen the Lord
and that the Lord had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he

had preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus. So Saul stayed with
them and moved about freely in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the
name of the Lord. He talked and debated with the Grecian Jews,
but they tried to kill him. When the brothers learned of this, they
took him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus.
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Gauatians 1:18-19 Then after three years, | went up to Jerusalem to
get acquainted with Peter and stayed with him fifteen days. | saw
none of the other apostles—only James, the Lord’s brother.

Acts 22:17-21 “When | returned to Jerusalem and was praying at
the temple, | fell into a trance and saw the Lord speaking. ‘Quick!’
he said to me. ‘Leave Jerusalem immediately, because they will
not accept your testimony about me.’

“‘Lord,’ I replied, ‘these men know that | went from one syna-
gogue to another to imprison and beat those who believe in you.
And when the blood of your martyr Stephen was shed, | stood
there giving my approval and guarding the clothes of those who
were killing him.’

“Then the Lord said to me, ‘Go; | will send you far away to the
Gentiles.” ”

Jesus “changes and transforms community.”

Acts 9:31 Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria
enjoyed a time of peace. It was strengthened; and encouraged by
the Holy Spirit, it grew in numbers, living in the fear of the Lord.

How to Become a Christian

Many people believe they are Christians because they were born in a
Christian culture, go to church regularly, try to do their best, or live a
good life. However, the Bible teaches that these things cannot make
you a Christian. You become a Christian by simply taking these two
steps:

« Acknowledge that you (along with all people) have sinned and
fallen short of God’s standards. Romans 3:23

o Personally believe that Jesus Christ, who was God in human
flesh, died for your sins on the cross and rose again.
1 CorINTHIANS 15:3, 4

You may express your belief through prayer, asking Jesus to come into
your life, and receiving Him as God’s gift to you.
JoHN 1:12, Romans 6:23, ReveLaTioN 3:20

EpHesians 2:8, 9 For it is by grace you have been saved through
faith...it is the gift of God; not by works, so that no one can boast.
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